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________________________________________________________________________
Monday, 21 May 2018       6:30 PM                 Council Chambers  

 

This meeting’s notice was published in the Post and Courier newspaper. 

 

I. Call to Order 

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Heyward at 6:30 PM.   

 

II. Roll Call 

In attendance were Councilmembers Dunmyer, III,  Salters, Sausser, Scott,  Smalls, Sr., Townsend, 

Attorney Austen, Planner/Zoning Administrator Holton and Clerk-Treasurer White.  

III. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation was given by Councilmember Smalls, Sr., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

IV. Adoption of Agenda 

Councilmember Sausser made the motion to adopt the agenda as prepared; Councilmember 

Dunmyer III, seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

V. Public Comments 

Tim Blackwelder, Poplar Grove, said he wanted to address the discussion regarding extending  

sewer service to Dorchester County. He said that in order for Council to make an informed 

decision, they should have accurate records for the system that is being operated and maintained. 

To date, the Town has not been able to provide documents that have been requested. He mentioned 

that a neighbor has requested "as built engineered plans" that would provide the physical location of 

all underground utilities. His neighbor was unable to find a sewer tap and was told that the 

documents were lost or destroyed by the previous administration. He said that these records should 

be able to be obtained by the developer or engineering firm responsible for the design of 

infrastructure for the development.  The Town should have records of every development within the 

Town's boundaries. Mr. Blackwelder suggested an audit for the existing "as built" records currently 

on file with the Town and any missing and/or incomplete records should be obtained before 

additions to these systems are considered.   

 

Richard Hettler, Poplar Grove, said that he wanted to address the Town's sewer system. He 

mentioned that he worked for the wastewater  collection and treatment plant in Superior, Arizona. 

He listed some sewer problems in the Town taken from the minutes on the website. He suggested 

that the Town repair existing problems before considering an expansion to Dorchester County. 

 

Barbara Hettler, Poplar Grove, addressed the sewer system. She said in light of the current issues 

with the sewer system, she does not think it would be wise on the Town's behalf to extend service to 

Dorchester County. She said that the developer currently has an agreement with Dorchester County 

where they are furnishing them with sewer and they should continue their obligations with 

Dorchester County. She said that the Town's sewer system can easily be fixed and is just going to 
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take time. A proactive approach should be taken and a solution needs to be found. All construction 

documents should be on file.  

 

Jim Aiken, Poplar Grove, addressed the sewer system. He made a statement regarding investors 

from Augusta, GA and an agreement with Dorchester County for about 1700 acres listed as "tract 

A" in the agreement. This agreement allowed the investors to build 400 residential units and up to 

30 acres of commercial development on the property. The developers required public water and 

sewer and it was stated in the agreement that Dorchester County was obligated to provide this 

service by 2007.  It is now 2018 and there are no sewer taps. He has met with Dorchester County 

and he quoted them as saying that they made a bad deal. Mr. Aiken mentioned that the Town of 

Hollywood will not benefit from the agreement to provide Dorchester County with the sewer taps 

and urged Council before any decision is made, to reach out to other towns and constituents. He 

ended by saying that the Town of Hollywood should not have to pay for a bad deal made by 

Dorchester County.  

 

Mayor Heyward thanked everyone for their comments and stated that she and Council were not  

aware of all the circumstances presented. She said as notes have been collected on some of these 

issues, Council will intercede and answer the questions that were presented. She added that though 

this time is set aside for the public to voice concerns about issues, they would have a better chance 

of getting questions answered if the office staff is provided with questions or concerns.  

  

VI. Minutes 

Councilmember Sausser made the motion to accept the Regular Council minutes of April 23, 2018 

as prepared; Councilmember Salters seconded and all voted in favor.  

 

VII. Committee Reports 

Finance: Councilmember Smalls, Sr., made the motion to accept the Finance Report as 

information; Councilmember Scott seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

Planning/Zoning: Planner/Zoning Administrator Holton briefly explained the cases heard before the 

Board of Zoning Appeals and the Planning Commission and answered questions from Council. He 

made mention of the responses he received for the naming of the new municipal complex. One 

suggestion was the Jackie Heyward Municipal Center and the other was Jacquelyn S. Heyward 

Civic Center. Councilmember Sausser made the motion to accept the Planning/Zoning report as 

information; Councilmember Salters seconded and all voted in favor.  

   

Utilities: Mark Grego, Chemsearch Odor Control System, presented a handout to Council showing  

the difference in the results in comparison to Summerville and Hollywood. He explained the 

reading from treating pump stations #4 and #5 to counter the problem at pump station #6. He stated 

that the system was installed late October 2017 and he shared with Council the reading two months 

after installation. He said a reduction should have been visible at this time but the reading was very 

poor. He said that he has been in contact with the Town's wastewater technician every two weeks 

since January. Initially there had been issues setting up the system, water source problems and a 

roof is yet to be installed to cover the equipment. Mr. Grego said that he had to replace the 

equipment at pump station #4 after three months because of rain damage. He explained that there 

are five lift stations in Stono Ferry that feed into pump station #6 and this may be where the 

problem is. He suggested moving the equipment to pump station #6 and checking back in 30-45 

days to see if he gets the proper results. If the results are not favorable, it can be assumed that his 
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equipment is not going to work. Mr. Grego entertained questions from Council. Councilmember 

Scott questioned why the Town had to assume the responsibility of providing a cover for the 

equipment. He said that the Town is paying for the system and should not have to assume this 

responsibility. Mr. Grego answered that it was part of the original agreement that it was needed and 

the Town would provide the covering. Councilmember Sausser asked about the difference in flow 

between Summerville; which has a larger flow and Hollywood and if this was part of the problem. 

Mr. Grego answered that the flow was not the problem. Councilmember Townsend asked if it could 

be a design issue. Mr. Grego answered no. Mayor Heyward asked Mr. Grego if he has made any 

contact with the Town's engineer. Mr. Grego answered that he has not. Mayor Heyward suggested 

that staff be provided with a report as to his findings.  

 

VIII. Old Business 

None 

 

IX. Executive Session 

Mayor Heyward asked for a motion to enter into an Executive Session at 7:16PM. Councilmember 

Sausser made the motion; Councilmember Dunmyer, III, seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

Mayor Heyward asked for a motion to enter into Regular Session at 8:04PM. Councilmember 

Dunmyer, III made the motion; Councilmember Sausser seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

X. New Business 

1st Reading of Ordinance 2017-18-4, Amendment to Town Code Section 58-192, Mining and 

Extraction Operations, Councilmember Scott made the motion to approve; Councilmember Sausser 

seconded and all voted in favor.  

 

1st Reading of Ordinance 2017-18-5, Fiscal Year 2018-19 Municipal Budget, Councilmember 

Sausser made the motion to discuss; Councilmember Scott seconded. Mayor Heyward asked 

Council to review the highlighted revisions that were made to the budget and pointed out some 

changes that were made and revenue added to the municipal election and the construction of the 

new town hall. There were also additions made to expenses in office equipment and furniture 

considering that staff is moving to the new facility. An error was made in the Mayor's salary giving 

her a 3 percent raise which has been corrected. The building inspector position that was anticipated  

was removed and a Wastewater Technician II position was added. She explained that the cause of  

the budget increase is the cost of the construction of the new Town Hall. Councilmember Dunmyer, 

III asked if the Project Cool Breeze donation could be increased from $1000 to $2500; it was noted 

that this was a mistake and would be corrected.  Mayor Heyward went on to explain the Housing, 

Parks, Grants and Proprietary budgets. Councilmember Scott suggested that Town Beautification be 

increased from $5000 to $15,000. Councilmember Sausser requested that funds be added to 

Consultant/Contractual Services for conceptual plans for an affordable housing project. 

Councilmember Dunmyer, III made the motion to approve; Councilmember seconded and all voted 

in favor. 

 

Resolution 13-2017-18, Reimbursement of Sewer Service Fee, Mayor Heyward explained that a 

constituent paid for and has not received sewer service because the system was not extended to the 

property. The fee was paid in 1999 and she feels that it is best to reimburse the funds with interests 

to settle this matter. Councilmember Salters made the motion to approve; Councilmember 

Dunmyer, III seconded. Councilmember Sausser asked if sewer service is extended in the future, 
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will this homeowner be guaranteed a tap. Mayor Heyward said there is no guarantee. All voted in 

favor with the exception of Councilmember Townsend who voted no. 

 

XI. Mayor's Update 

Mayor's Assistant, Beth Carpenter, reminded everyone that hurricane season is approaching and to 

follow the lead of Charleston County for any storm/hurricane emergencies. She also mentioned that 

there will be no shelters in Hollywood. 

 

Mayor Heyward said that the Juneteenth Celebration is being planned again this year. A committee 

is already working on the event. Mayor Heyward encouraged Council to attend the next meeting on 

May 23rd to give input and share ideas on what they would like to see take place at the celebration.  

 

Mayor Heyward mentioned that there is another committee working to raise funds for the 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors golf tournament scheduled for July 28th at the Stono Ferry Golf 

Course. There is a need for sponsorship and all funds will go towards the Town's back to school 

festival and help individuals in the community. Councilmember Sausser said that the St. Paul's 

Exchange Club is a sponsor of this event. 

 

XII. Comments from Council/Mayor 

Councilmember Dunmyer, III asked everyone to pray for the students, families and teachers in 

Texas and talk to our children about school safety.  

 

XIII. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 PM 

 

 

 
Prepared by: 

Tynetta White 

Clerk-Treasurer 


